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For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews. 


The Board, at a late meeting, adopted the following pream- 
ble and resolution, viz : 


“A publication, purporting to be the Report of the late 
Board, which was rejected by the Society at their late anniver- 
sary, having appeared in print; and statements being contained 
therein which may militate against the objects of the Society, 
therefore, Resolved, That the Rev. Drs. McLeod, Brodhead, 
and Rowan, be a committee to examine the said Report, and to 
counteract any such statements therein contained, by a publica- 
tion in the name of the Board, in any paper they may select.”’ 


In conformity with powers vested in them, the Committee 
submit to the public and the Board, the following 


ANIMADVERSIONS 
ON THE FIFTH REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 


The pamphlet which bears this title consists of 20 pages, oc- 
tavo. The first two pages contain nothing but the title, and the 
usual notice of the place and the printer. The last page informs 
the reader that the Report was rejected by the Society ; and that, 
notwithstanding, several gentlemen concurred in the propriety 
of its publication. Four pages more are devoted to the repub- 
lication of an article which appeared in one of our weekly pa- 
pers, in this city, thirteen months ago; and there remain, of 
course, thirteen pages, loosely printed, of what is called the Re- 
port of the Board, by their Secretary for domestic correspon- 
dence, the Rev. M. Bruen. 

Of these thirteen pages, six pages are devoted to reports of 
committees, of which Mr. Arthur Tappan, and the Rev. Dr. 
Spring, had been the chairmen. A partial statement of some 


minutes of the Board, and of facts in the history of the Socie- 
Von. IV. 7 
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ty, may occupy about three pages more, so that there remain of 
original composition, we presume, from the pen of the Secretary, 
about four pages of this rejected report. 

There is very little in Mr. Bruen’s part of the report which 
can prove injurious to the interests of the Society, or requires 
animadversion. It is written in his own simple and pretty style. 
The fact, however, confessed by himself, before the Society, is 
apparent enough on the face of it, that it is a partial representa- 
tion of the transactions of the past year. 

The appended report of John Nitchie, Esq. and the report of 
the Rev. Dr. Spring, have already received, either on our mi- 
nutes or from the press, all the attention which it is deemed ne- 
cessary to bestow upon frustrated attempts, however pernicious 
the design. We pass over both them and the report of Mr. Tap- 
pan, which was amended and adopted by the Board, with a sin- 

le remark : nothing short of extraordinary respect for the wri- 
ters could have influenced the Secretary to engross such docu- 
ments, seeing that he omitted, entirely, the answers made to 
them, passed over the much more elaborate report made by the 
Rev. E. W. Baldwin, on the side of his own party, and the con- 
clusive report against the wishes of that party, drawn up by the 
President of the Society, the Hon. Jonas Platt. Mr. Baldwin’s 
project, it is true, was rejected by the Board;; but Dr. Spring’s 
was precisely in the same predicament, and formed no part of 
our transactions, but yet it is introduced, rejected as it was, in the 
Annual Report. On the contrary, the report of Judge Platt was 
accepted, and it decided the subsequent operations of the year. 
It ought not, therefore, to have been treated with so much 
neglect. 

The best reply to the general tenor of Mr. Bruen’s pamphlet, 
in its insinuations (for we cannot call them reasonings) against 
the object in view, by the Society, which this Board can give. 
is, without further procrastination, to procure a suitable loca- 
tion, and to organize the long-looked for settlement. Every 
thing short of this is theory. It were waste of words to de- 
fend the well-defined principles of the Constitution against the 
dying struggles of the late conspiracy, if the present Buard of 
Directors either delay or evade the application of these prin- 
ciples. ; 

The following remarks are made rather for the information of 
the public, than from a thought that they will correct the oppo- 
nents of our Society, or aid the present Board of Directors in its 
transactions. There is a misstatement of facts (no doubt uninten- 
tional) by the Secretary, which may have misled himself, and 
may mislead others. ‘To some parts of the misstatement we refer. 

He says, pages 4 and 5, “ that up to May, 1826, the Board has 
never had under their care more than seven Jews in these sit 
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years—that $2,600 08 had been bestowed directly in money 
on these Jews.” 

The fact is entirely otherwise. Exclusive of their Agent, the 
Rev. C. F. Frey, and Mr. Jadownicky’s education, first in New- 
York and then in the Theological Seminary at Princeton, to pre- 
pare him for becoming a Missionary to his kinsmen according to 
the flesh, very little money had been bestowed directly on any 
of them. But if we include these gentlemen in the estimate of 
expenditure, they ought to be included in the numeration also. 
There have been, in fact, ten native Israelites in connexion with 
the Society ; and some of them have families. Not less than 
twenty persons have received aid from this institution ; and even 
if the whole amount, complained of so loudly, had been expend- 
ed in the support of their zealous and indefatigable missionary, 
Mr. Frey, it is no more than, in less time, some of those minis- 
ters, who have raised the cry of extravagance, have drawn from 
the Christian benevolence with less toil, in a shorter space of 
time, and have expended on themselves and their household. 

The statement of the whole income and expenditure for the 
last three years, up to the Ist of May, 1826, is calculated to mis- 
Jead others, as it has misled the penman of the Annual Report. 

“ While in the years 1824, 1825, and 1826, the Christian 
public had bestowed upon this Society, $31,560 06, its expen- 
diture was $15,587 29."—p. 5. ‘Of the receipts,” the writer 
adds, “this city furnished a very small part; the money has 
been mostly gathered in small collections in the East, North, 
West, and South.” 

By this statement, which, without admitting, we assume as 
correct, so far as concerns dollars and cents, the revenue of the 
Society exceeded in three years $31,000, and the expenditure 
half the amount. Very few Societies have so great a balance 
in so short a time in the hands of their Treasurer, as $15,000 at 
interest, waiting the purchase of a location for a settlement for 
the Jews. It was collected, too, not only without the aid, but 
contrary to the expressed wishes of the Secretary and bis imme- 
diate coadjutors in the conspiracy for alienating the funds from 
. the object of the benevolent contributors. They gave little more 
to the general stock than the price of seats in the direction, that 
they might, as they thought, succeed in ruining the entire plan 
of the Society. 

The income of the Board did not, however, come altogether 
directly from the public. The judicious operations of the Board 
itself, with the capital at command, furnished a handsome addi- 
tion to their revenue. ‘The principal part, it is true, was collect- 
ed by Mr. Frey, or furnished by the Auxiliaries which he orga- 
nized during his able missionary agencies under our direction. 
The Auxiliary Societies were formed on condition of receiving 
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certain numbers of our monthly publication, and this contract 
rendered it necessary, upon commercial principles, as well as ex- 
| pedient upon religious ground, to have this work, Israel's Advo- 
cate, edited, published, and transmitted. For doing all this in- 
tellectual and manual labour, an Agent was necessary ; and his 
time and talents are worthy of a recompense. ‘To disseminate 
information of the state of the Jews, to fulfil our stipulations 
with our Auxiliaries, to procure the voluntary contributions of 
! the friends of Abraham’s seed, the Board incurred this item of 
expense. The publication of Israel’s Advocate, the travelling 
expenses, and the well-earned salary of our Missionary Agent, 
connected with the expense of Mr. Jadownicky’s education for 
the ministry, constitute the chief parts of our expenditures ; and 
the two former were the chief instruments of our revenue. Al! 
the other items of expense were comparatively trivial, and form 
no objection to the plan of a settlement; for the monies other- 
wise given to Jews were all upon the system of temporary re- 
lief and aid to indigent Hebrew converts, according to the plan 
of amalgamation, so highly recommended by the antagonists of 
this Society ; and in making these disbursements, the friends of 
the Secretary had their full share. The boasted course of retrench- 
ment in expense steadfastly pursued by that party, consists entirely 
in stopping the means of augmenting our resources, by their vote 
for discontinuing the publication of our periodical magazine. 
They acted, over again, the part of the boy whose bird fur- 
nished the golden eggs; and that this was done by design, is evi- 
dent from the recommendation, page 4th, of a prompt course to 
distribute all the monies now in the Treasury among the original 
donors. 

There is, among many other facts which have been overlooked 
in this pretended Report, one that ought not to be passed over, in 
estimating the income and expenditures of the American Society 
for Meliorating the condition of the Jews. 

The Board leased a farm in the county of West Chester, at 
$700 per annum, and appointed an able agriculturist as super- 
intendent of the establishment, at a salary of $500. ‘They also 
stocked the farm, and furnished the house for the accommodation 
of the Hebrew family under their care. ‘The expense appears. 
of course, in the sum total of their disbursements. 

When they relinquished the lease, and sold the produce, the 
stock and the furniture, the amount of sales was included in the 
receipts of the year; and so accurately was the business conduct- 
ed, that the profits very nearly balanced the loss incurred by the 
experiment, besides maintaining several Jews, then under their 
care. The experiment was decisive in favour of a settlement ac- 
cording to the Constitution. It proved what every man of un- 
sand judgment would say, that the necessaries of life, drawn 
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from the cultivation of the earth, may be enjoyed at a cheaper 
rate by the farmer than by any other class of the community. 

With this experiment before them, in the Spring of 1826, the 
Board was proceeding to the purchase of lands, and about to 
send a competent Agent to Europe, to select from the numerous 
Hebrew expectants the most proper persons to give character 
to the settlement. It was then, that by a trick on the Constitu- 
tion, twenty self-created directors appeareH on the 6th of 
April; and, asif influenced by one Spring, effected the confusion 
and inaction which lasted for the year. 

It is quite a gratuitous assumption on the part of these gentle- 
men, to hold out the idea that they came into office at the urgent 
request of the Christian public ; on the contrary, they first pur- 
chased their seats in the Board, and then, with the aid of a few 
illegal votes, they secured a majority at the annual election of 
May, 1826. At the late anniversary the public rejected both 
their plans and their aid. 

At no time had they a right to say that wa 14 wien ser the 
religious feelings of abenevolent community. e cannot admit, 
and there is no evidence, that any number of pious people ever 
said to the clerical gentlemen who took the lead in the conspira- 
cy, words to this amount—* Go, ye men of God, that teach the 
ways of truth to erring sinners; before you is a prize of $16,000 
in the Treasury of the A.S. M.C.J. Enter that society, which 
you dislike; subscribe its constitution, though you ¢o not believe 
in it; become directors, that you may have power to manage its 
funds; accept of trust, that you may betray it; profess friendship, 
that you may the more effectually destroy the object of the insti- 
tution.” 

We cordially approve of the pious conclusion of this Report ; 
and assure the public that such sentiments did not form any part 
of the ground upon which it was rejected by the society. 


“'The time, we hope, is at hand, when ‘one will not 
thrust another.’ Of success in the great object, we lave the 
fullest confidence, a confidence founded upon direct revela- 
tion: we know that the scattered and peeled people shall 
be restored; we know that the miracle is reserved for the 
eyes of our children, of the restoration of the ten lost tribes ; 
rising up out of the oblivion of twenty-five centuries—from which 
oblivion, the four great monarchies shall never emerge, with 
the pledges of their lineage restored, and changed into the 
image of the Lord of Abraham, by his Holy Spirit. We 
know that this miracle is to be wrought as by the rod of 
Jehovah, through the instrumentality of Christians; nor do 
we believe the period remote. The signs of the times com- 
mand the faithful to be up and doing; and to give the Lord 
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no rest, until he establish, until he make Jerusalem a praise iu 
the earth. 

“In the mean while, whoever shall pray this prayer, may his 
heart be so kept, that ‘though Israel be not gathered,’ he may 
have part in the everlasting covenant, even the sure mercies of 
David: and may all flesh soon know, that Jehovah is the Saviour 


of hts Church, and her Redeemer the Mighty One of Jacob.” 










EIGHTEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, rea 
at the Annual Meeting, May 5th, 1826. 


Contiaued from page 96. 
Malta. 


The Society at Malta have been engaged in carrying on thei: 
work of } inquiry and research respecting the Jews on the Medi- 
terranean, and in the translation and circulation of tracts for 
their use. In one letter, the Secretary writes thus: — 

“We hear there is a very large community of Jews at Salon- 
ica, some say 20,000, who speak and read the modern Greek. 
We are anxious to obtain some exact account of them, and also 
a correspondent who would receive Scriptures and Tracts to 
circulate amongst them. We have sent Tracts to the Tonian 
Isles, to the Rev. J. Lowndes, at Corfu, and Dr. Kennedy, of 
the medical staff at Ithaca; also to Mr. Salt at Grand Cairo; and 
we purpose forwarding some to Mr. Leeves, at Constantinople, 
and Rev. Mr. Farez, at Smyrna, by the first opportunity.” 

By the correspondence which this Society is enabled to keep 
up, your committee doubt not, much useful information respect- 
ing the Jews in Turkey and Africa will be elicited; and thus 
the way will be prepared for the future efforts of your Society. 
The following extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Leeves, of 
Constantinople, to the Malta Jews’ Society, may be adduced as 
a proof of the truth of this remark. It was communicated in a 
letter from Dr. Naudi, dated Malta, Nov. 17, 1825:— 

“With respect to the numbers of Jews in these parts, I am 
informed, that there are in Constantinople, and its adjoining vil- 
lages, from 10 to 12,000 families; at Salonica, about 40,000 
souls, not including those in the villages around; in Syria, about 
2,000 families, and in its neighbourhood, at Aydin, 400 families; 
Tyria, from 170 to 200 ditto; Cassaba, 50 ditto; Magnessia, 
200 ditto; and Bergamo, 30 ditto. By a Jew who travelled 
through parts of Rommelia and Greece, | am informed, that 
there are at Selivica from 30 to 35 families: at Chiorlu, 20 do. ; : 
at Charistiran, 44 do.; at Adrianople, 500 do. ; at Philippopoli, 
100 do.; at Tatar Bazargieh, 40 do.; at Samocove, 40 do.; at 
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Duprizza, 80 do.; at Giustendil, 40 do.; at Monastir, 500 do.; 
at Larissa, 500 do. ; at Tricola, 200 do. ‘There are Jews also 
at Yanina, but of their number [ am not informed. 

“The reading of the Hebrew New Testament, of which some 
copies have been distributed, is strictly prohibited to them, and 
orders have been issued by the grand rabbin for the destruction 
of all copies. It would require, however, the attention of a 
person entirely devoted to this work, and well acquainted with 
their language, to acquire proper information concerning the 
interior state of the people—to look out for openings among 
them, and improve them for the introduction of Christian truth, 
The field hitherto may be considered as almost wholly untouch- 
ed. I should add, that I am informed that one of the four chief 
rabbins, who has the character of being a very learned man, has 
a copy of the New Testament, of which he is writing a refuta- 
tion, with an intention of publishing it. The Bibles which are 
sent here by the British and Foreign Bible Society, are eagerly 
bought up, but they do not choose to purchase parts of the Old 
Testament, (for instance the Prophets,) with the exception of the 
book of Psalins, which they use in schools and in the synagogues. 
They have a translation of the Old Testament in the spoken 
language, the last edition of which, in four vols. quarto, was 
printed at Vienna, in parallel columns with the Hebrew, and 
with copious notes. An edition of this translation with the 
original text, but without notes, would, I have no doubt, be 
very acceptable to them.” 


Palestine and Syria. 


In turning your attention to the Holy Land, your Committee 
regret, that they have little to report but what may call forth 
the sympathising tears of Christians over its moral as well as 
temporal desolation. 

The united efforts of the Popish and Mahomedan powers are 
still directed against those who desire to carry the light of truth 
into these regions of spiritual darkness ; and, as will ‘be seen by 
a few extracts from the letters and journals of your missionaries, 
nothing is to be expected, but from the blessing of God upon the 
most prudent, patient, and persevering endeavours, 

Soon after the last Anniversary meeting, the Rev. Mr. Lewis, 
with the consent of the Committee, set out on his journey home- 
wards on a temporary visit to his friends in Ireland, travelling 
by the way of Smyrna and Constantinople. He hi id previously 
spent six weeks in Jerusalem, in company with Dr. Dalton, Mr. 
King, and the late lamented Mr. Fisk; and his account of what 
was transacted there at the Easter season, and of the restrictions 
laid on the circulation of those Scriptures which can alone put 
an end to such superstition, is awfully affecting. Ina letter, dat- 
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ed Beyrout, June 21st, 1823, announcing his intended departure 
for Smyrna, he says, 

“It is about a fortnight since I arrived from Damascus, hav- 
ing witnessed the departure of the hadgees, or pilgrims, for 
Mecca and Medina. I had previously re-visited Safed and Ti- 
berias, &c. and spent nearly six weeks in Jerusalem, in company 
with Messrs. Fisk and King, as well as with Dr. Dalton. We 
were in time for the Easter ceremonies, and to see how much 
God is mocked, and man deceived, in a spot the most interest- 
ing of all others, and by many, even at this day, looked upon 
as the most holy in the world. God requires ‘to be worshipped 
in , eae and in truth;’ but the Christian religion, as exhibited 
in Jerusalem, must truly and very justly appear in the eye of 
the Turk, the Jew, or the infidel, to be only a lying vanity—the 
work of men’s hands; and this especially at every return of that 
season which is appointed to commemorate the death and resur- 
rection of the Saviour. One sect is almost as much in error as 
another, although widely different in many things, and their 
annual exhibitions, in the view of reason and religion, would 
seem equally wearisome and abhorrent. 

“Thousands of devoted pilgrims were formerly in the habit 
of going up to Jerusalem to attend the ceremonies, but, owing 
to the Greek war, the number at present is greatly diminished. 
Great opportunities were then consequently afforded for the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures of truth, and channels were opened, 
by means of which the living waters might flow into distant 
lands. But, alas! this year nothing could be done inthe Holy 
City in the way of circulating copies of the Word of God, as on 
former occasions. I need not say how much this was calcu- 
lated to distress those who had it in their power, but could not 
give away a single copy, except privately, and with the great- 
est caution. 

“ Let us feel for the unhappy state of Jerusalem, and weep 
over her miseries of every description; let every Christian do 
something that may help in any degree to relieve her, and to 
cut the cords that tie her to the grave. But for encourage- 
ment to proceed, let us look to, and depend upon, the promises 
of God—if we look elsewhere death (scarcely any thing but 
death) will stare us in the face. The more I have seen of the 
state of thingsin this country, and the more I have reflected on 
the subject, the less do I feel inclined to hide this view of the 
case from the eye of the Christian public. At the same time it 
must be acknowledged, notwithstanding many difficulties, that 
the door of access is gradually opening, and this particularly in 
reference to the Ashkenazim Jews. This is so far favourable, 
and [ am glad to hear that the Committee have resolved on 
sending out one or more of your German missionaries to Pa- 


lestine.”” 
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In reference to the general insecurity of all strangers at Jeru- 
salem, Mr. Lewis then adds— 

“IT hope the Committee and the friends to the general wel- 
fare and peace of Jerusalem, have determined before this to 
effect something, with the view of obtaining a resident consul 
or protector, in behalf of visiters and European settlers ai Je- 
rusalem, Jews as well as Gentiles. My last visit to the Holy City 
has convinced me, more than ever, of the duty of attempting to 
engage our friends to seethis desirable object put into execution.” 

Ir. Lewis remained at Smyrna a fortnight, and during that 
short period saw enough to convince him, that it would be a 
desirable station for a missionary to the Jews, of whom, he con- 
ceives, there is a population of about seven thousand. There 
are also many resident in the neighbouring towns; so that a 
wide sphere of missionary labours might be found there. What 
he has communicated on this point is well worthy of attention ; 
and your Committee hope to be able in due time to act on his 
suggestions. 

Speaking of the advantages of the station, he says— 

The advantages offered in a spot long inhabited by Euro- 
peans, and especially where there has been a respectable English 
establishment, with every necessary protection, are not a few: 
at all events, the many apparent difficulties which flesh and 
blood must struggle with in other places, do not here display 
themselves. For various reasons, therefore, | would strongly 
recommend Smyrna to the attention of the Committee; sug- 
gesting this place, with its neighbourhood, as a station for one 
or more missionaries, who might arrive bere from England, with 
or without families, and sit down immediately, and with as much 
ease almost as in any part of Europe. Indeed, after Syria, and 
the interior of Turkey, I felt, when living in the Frank quarter 
of Smyrna, as if I had already arrived, I do not say in England, 
but in some civilized town of Europe, where all were enjoying 
a like liberty, and consequently happy to a certain degree. 
The Jewish missionary to Smyrna should be an English clergy- 
man, in which character he would be countenanced by the resi- 
dent chaplain as a brother minister, belonging to the same 
church, and he would have access, not only to the pulpit of the 
factory chapel, (now rather in the hands of the British Govern- 
ment,) but also to the English merchants, and through them to 
many of the brokers in their employment, who are all of the 
Jewish nation.” 

The Jews themselves at Smyrna are represented by Mr. Lewis 
as much sunk in ignorance and fanaticism; but some attempts, 
at least partially, to enlighten them, had been made by one of 
their own nation, of whom Mr. Lewis gives the following singu- 
lar account :— 
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“T have also to give you an account of an European Jew, 
whom I saw a good deal of during my stay at Smyrna, and as 
any change, | think, in the Jewish mind, so that it turns not to 
perfect infidelity, musi be viewed as encouraging in the present 
day, how much more encouraging is it when this change is 
effected in the minds of any considerable number of the Jews ? 
Mr. C has lived many years at Smyrna; he is a man of 
good character, intelligent, and liberally-minded ; more than 

_this, he has long since forsaken the traditions of the Talmud, as 
well as the many common unscriptural practices of the Jews, 
Having boldly avowed his opinions at Smyrna, attempting to 
bring others to agree with him in the same sentiments—he was 
sadly persecuted by his brethren. He had gained over near! 
200 Jews, when a representation was made to the Turkish au- 
thorities ; in consequence, several of those who were led to be- 
lieve as he did, were bastinadoed, and punished in various ways; 
he himself narrowly escaped with his life, being obliged to fly 
from his house at three o’clock in the morning. A great num- 
ber of Jews entered, or were about to enter it, with the design ot 
murdering him. From that moment he wholly quitted the Jew 

uarter, and now lives, as he told me, more securely amongst 
the Turks. Several of his disciples remained steady to the new 
doctrines taught them, notwithstanding the persecution, and 
they are still in the habit of assembling privately, and in small 
numbers at a time, to hear his lectures, and tu converse with him. 
“Surely a field is here opening for the missionary bearing 
the glad tidings of salvation. The great barrier, humanly 
speaking, between the Jew and the missionary, is the Talmud; 
but when this is removed, how easy does the way seem to be 
prepared before us? I allow, indeed, that the next great danger 
to be ~ apes is infidelity, but this I do not think to be 
applicable to the case of Mr. C He appeared duly to 
respect the Scriptures, and with these [ endeavoured to lead him 
to al Christ, and him crucified, on account of the iniquities 
of a lost world. 1 endeavoured to point him beyond the mere 
light of nature to the light of the Gospel, which is sufficient tv 
enlighten the most ignorant. He gave me to understand he had 
held conversations with Mr. Fisk, and, | think, with the late Mr. 

Parsons, when they were at Smyrna: he also told me he was in 
yossession of the New Testament; and I was glad to hear from 
him that he refused to give it up, at the time orders were issued 
to destroy every copy which had found its way into the hanc- 
of the Jews.” 

Mr.’ Lewis has been at home since the month of January, and 
will shortly return to Palestine. 
Dr. and Mrs. Dalton arrived safely at Beyrout, on the 6th o! 

January, 1825, and he has been since indefatigably employed. 
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jn endeavouring to promote the object of the mission, and to 
prepare the way for future exertions. For this purpose he made 
a journey to Je rusalem, in the hope of finding it practicable, 
permanently to occupy that station with bis family. His first 
impression was, that this might be effected, as will be seen by the 
following extracts from his letter, bearing date, Beyrout, May 
23, 1825 :— 

“ Having, through God’s goodness, safely reached this place, 
I feel desirous of communicating with you respecting some mat- 
ters which my visit to Jerusalem has suggested to my mind. 
My journal will give you a general outline of the unhappy state 
of the ‘devoted city,’ and our merciful deliverance from ‘ perils 

by robbers.’ The subjects | wish to draw the Committee’s 
attention to at present, [ have thought better to communicate by 
letter. As yet little or nothing has been attempted in Jerusalem : 

the visits of all the missionaries have been for short periods ; 
none of us can be said to have occupied this station. Before 
moving my family, (a serious undertaking here,) | thought it 
most prudent to see, myself, the different stations amongst the 
Jews, and with this view made my late journey, which I hope 
the Committee will approve of. I feel now deeply convinced it 
was aright step. It has been my lot to reside in Jerusalem 
during a time of unceasing troubles; but, after the most mature 
reflection, | cannot see sufhcient erounds tu consider it impru- 
dent for a family to attempt a residence there. As regards mis- 
sionary operations, from ail I could learn, there has been nothing 
effected amongst Jews further than that they highly respect the 
English, and seem (as elsewhere) to have lost much of their 
natural prejudice against them as Christians: they appear to 
feel them their friends, and to look to them in times of trouble. 
As to the door open, little is really known, as nothing of any 
consequence has been tried. The firman stands in the way of 
circulating the Scriptures. When men acquainted with the lan- 
guages used amongst the Jews, viz. German and Spanish, or, 
more properly, the Lingua Franca, reside amongst them, a qui- 
et and impercepuble ingress may be made ; prejudices will be 
got over, and mutual opinions canvassed 1 ina colloquial way. 

Missionaries must come to this field prepared to wait, and now 
and then to do ‘here a little and there a little.’ ” 

Dr. Dalton, it seems, is equally anxious as Mr. Lewis, that an 
attempt may be made to procure a Consul at Jerusalem, 

On this subject he says— 

“The next matter I have to mention relates to a communica- 
tion made, I believe, already to you, respecting the possibility of 
procuring the appointment of a Consul at Jerusalem. As the 
appointment of consuls now rests with government, it is possible 
that a proper application might effect this; and although no 
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claim for Jerusalem can be made on the same footing as fo, 
seaports, yet the number of Franks among the Jews, for exam- 
ple, resident, and the occasional passing of European travellers, 
render it worthy of attention. Could this be effected, it wo.id 
afford a very interesting situation fora pieus man to hold. Few, 
perhaps, would have more opportunities of forwarding the ob- 
Jects of missions, and particularly among the European Jews 
resident in Jerusalem. He might also open a correspondence 
with different consular stations in the Levant, which might be 
turned to profit, and by his authority and counsel, be often ena- 
bled to relieve the missionary: in fact, he emphatically migitt, 
and ought to be, a missionary in spirit. His situation would 
afford opportunities of making some, now rather hostile, fee! it 
their policy at least to keep him their friend, and thus blunt their 
enmity against the missionary operations carrying on. It is 
needless to say, in such a place he would require to exercise a 
very cautious and prudential line of conduct. If this be for the 
good of the church, may the Lord direct you in the right way 
concerning it. Our weapons must not be carnal, but mighity 
through God: may he show what means he chooses, and teach 
us in using them only to lean on him. It will be desirable that 
the Committee should give it consideration. In sending away 
missionaries, especially with families, it will be most advisable 
for them to land at Jaffa, instead of Beyrout, if intended for Je- 
rusalem, as this will bring them within one day’s journey of that 
city. Ships from Alexandria may be found sometimes direct to 
the above port.” 

Subsequent observations and events have induced Dr. Dalton 
to hesitate about an immediate removal to Jerusalem. In_ his 
last letter, dated Sour, the 28th of October, after mentioning the 
painful bereavement the mission had sustained in the sudden 
removal of the Rev. Pliny Fisk, and the departure of Messrs. 
Lewis and King, the one for England, and the other for America, 
he says— 

“From the state of things in this country, and this afflictive 
event, [ do not look at present to more than pursuing my studies 
here in Hebrew, &c. and if spared, and afforded this leisure, | 
trust it will not be time misspent, as Arabic, &c. has of necessity 
occupied the little leisure | could from time to time command; 
and not having enjoyed the advantages which your other mis- 
sionaries have tad at Stansted, | feel this the more necessary, in 
order that | may be qualified to go amongst the Jewish people : 
L look forward, therefore, with longing eyes, to hail some fellow- 
labourer from your Society. 

Difficulties and many hindrances attend this mission. I fear 
in England it is hardly viewed in a just light, and that more 1s 
thought to have been done, or attempted, than is the fact. As 
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respects the Jews, we can scarcely estimate it too low. We may, 
and should expect great things, and, in faith, use every ordained 
means; butas to Jerusalem, the church should know, and know 
it that it may stir them up to prayer and exertion, that it is al- 
together in the hands of the enemy. They must not think any 
mission has yet been established there, nor, indeed, more than 
mere visits made to it. Levi Parsons thought the churches 
should never neglect it. Dear departed Pliny Fisk wished to 
establish his mission there, and at one time thought families 
might safely reside there. It has been visited by others, and I 
confess I left it, soon hoping to have my family there; but we 
all saw reason, this year, to hesitate, and what may be the event 
the Lord only knows. If this station continues to be untenable, 
Safed and Tiberias alone present stations within the confines of 
Palestine for those set apart to the Jewish cause: the numbers 
in the other towns are very inconsiderable. What | have as 
yet seen of the Jews in this land, leads me to think they are 
very prejudiced, and unwilling to listen. If any missionaries 
are likely to gain acceptance, it is Germans.” 

Your Committee have pleasure in reporting that Dr. Dalton 
has been joined by Mr. Nicolayson, and dark as the cloud is in 
which at present this once privileged country is involved, they 
still remember that it is the Land of Promise, and will therefore 
persevere in their efforts to enlighten it with the beams of Gos- 

el truth, waiting in patient expectation for that time when it 
shall ‘‘ no longer be called desolate,” when it shall be seen again 
to be indeed [mmanuel’s Land; and He shall multiply men 
upon it, all the house of Israel, even all of it: Ezek. xxxvi. 10. 

Letters and journals have been received, since the last annual 
meeting, from that zealous and indefatigable missionary, Mr. 
Wolf, by which it appears he has journeyed from Palestine to 
Persia to seek out his brethren in thatland. He has been every 
where received by the British residents with the greatest hospi- 
tality. At Bussorah, where he arrived on the 25th of May, 
1824, he was most kindly entertained by Captain Taylor, the 
resident of the East India Company, who afforded him both 
assistance and protection. He had a room in his house, where 
he daily saw and conversed with the Jews of the place. With 
respect to his brethren here, as wellas at Bagdad, Mr. Wolf 
says, 

“] found them in general, both at Bagdad and Bussorah, 
liberally-minded, candid, and very inquiring. The Bagdad 
Jews are very anxious to buy Hebrew ‘Testaments and Bibles. 
[ sold three Pinemnen for twelve shillings. 

“Saul, the Prince of the Jews, and banker to the Pacha, call- 
ed on me, and read in my Hebrew Testament for two hours, 
with the greatest attention, and requested me to lend him the 
hook for five days.” 
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Mr. Wolf conversed much with the high priest, and others, on 
the subject of Christianity, and he adds— 

“‘[ did not perceive any sort of displeasure amongst the Jew; 
during my whole stay at Bagdad.” 

He also preached to the Jews at Bussorah, and distributed 
Tracts amongst them. At this place he heard a mournful ac. 
count of the oppression under which his brethren labour in Per. 
sia. On this subject he says— 

“The Jews of Bussorah, and those of Persia who reside in 
Bussorah, give a melancholy account of the condition of the 
Jews in Persia. The Jews there are more oppressed than their 
countrymen in the Ottoman Empire. There are sixty Jews at 
Bussorah, who sought an asylum in the land of a tyrant, on ac- 
count of the greater oppression which they suffered in Persia. 
Eliau Ben Abraham Levi, a native of Shiraz, called on me. | 
asked him the reason of his having left Shiraz, where his wife 
and children are. He replied, ‘On account of the hardness of 
our captivity, which is great, through the abundance of our sins. 
When we are assembled in the synagogue, we are often surpris- 
el by the entrance of a soldier, sent by government, with an or- 
der in his hand to pay such and such a sum to the Shah. Our 
law forbids us to curse the king, and for this reason I will not 
do so; but I must say we wait anxiously for the redemption, 
for heavy i is our captivity, heavy is our burden, heavy is our 
slavery. 

At Bushire, where Mr. Wolf arrived in the month of Septem- 
ber of the same year, he was the means of exciting considerable 
interest amongst the Europeans on the subject of education, 
which led to a deterivination to establish schools, on the plan of 
mutual instruction, for the Armenian, Persian, and Jewish chil- 
dren. A request has been sent by them, in consequence, to this 
country, that a proper superintendent of such a school may be 
sent out, and a strong desire has been expressed also that a mis- 
sionary might be stationed there to catechise and instruct the 
children in the principles of the Gospel, as well as to conduct a 
regular ministry on the sabbath. 

For much interesting information on many subjects, — 
by Mr. Wolf, your Committee must refer you to his Journal, 
the Appendix of this Report. Subsequent letters received sie 
him announced his departure from Persia, with a design to pro- 
ceed to Constantinople by way of Odessa. He was, ~ however, 
attacked by serious illness at Taganrog, in October, and long 
continued in imminent danger. Under the blessing of God, 
hewever, on the attention of Dr. Graves, a medical gentleman 
at that place, he slowly recovered. Intelligence has since been 
received by his friends of his arrival at Constantinople, from 
whence he proposed to return to Jerusalem. Your Committee. 
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however, are not without hopes that he may find many of his 
brethren prepared to listen to him at the capital of the Turkish 
empire. ‘This expectation arises from a communication recently 
received by Mr. Lewis from the Rev. Mr. Leeves, dated Con- 
stantinople, Feb. 13, 1826. 

By this it appears there is a considerable stir and commotion 
amongst the Jews in that city. A society bas been formed, 
consisting of 200 individuals, some of them Jews of consequence, 
who are discontented with the trammels of superstition in which 
they are held by their rabbies. Great alarm has been taken by 
the latter, who were using all their influence to reclaim the mal- 
contents, but without effect. Whether the reading of the New 
Testament was the cause of this difference, Mr. Leeves had not 
then been able to ascertain; but that the rabbies expected it to 
be so, appears from their having issued new orders, and used 
new efforts to prevent its circulation and perusal. Mr. Leeves 
also adds, as a favourable circumstance, that fifty-two copies of 
the Hebrew Bible, containing the Old and New Testaments 
bound together, had been very lately sold at the magazine of the 
Bible Society. 

The chief rabbi sent a person to demand ofa merchant, who 
had puschased a copy, that he should deliver it up to be burnt, 
but he most positively refused, and sent back a message to bis 
chief, desiring him to look rather to the new Society which had 
started up amongst their nation, than to him. 

Since the receipt of this letter, a more recent one has arrived 
from Mr. Leeves, and one from Mr. Wolf himself, which men- 
tion, that Mr. Wolf, on his arrival at the Turkish metropolis, 
found that several Jews on whom he had made an impression at 
Jerusalem, had come to Constantinople, and had increased the 
inquiring spirit already awakened there, and that parties of 
them now meet privately together to read and study the New 
Testament. Your Committee cannot but view as a providen- 
tial occurrence the arrival of Mr. Wolf at Constantinople at such 
a crisis, and earnestly pray, that he may be instrumental to guide 
some of his inquiring brethren to the saving knowledge of 
Christ. 

India. 

The accounts received from the Corresponding Committee 
at Madras respecting the progress of the Jewish schools under 
the care of Mr. Michael Sargon, have been satisfactory. It is, 
however, the earnest desire of the Committee, that a qualified 
English clergyman should be sent out to co-operate with him in 
that interesting field of labour; a desire with which your Com- 
mittee will most gladly comply whenever a competent person 
shall be found. In a letter from the Secretary, dated the 25th 
of March, 1825, he says— 
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“The Committee have still to lament that their efforts are sv 
cramped, for the want of an efficient person to direct and super- 
intend their operations at Cochin. Three years ago this sub- 
ject was brought to the notice of the Parent Society, and we had 
then the satisfaction to receive a letter, informing us of their in- 
tentions to supply our wants in this respect; so long a time, 
hewever, having elapsed without the arrival of any missionary to 
the Jews, Lam directed again to urge upon the attention of the 
Parent Society, in the strongest manner i am able, the indispen- 
sable necessity there is that we should have the assistance of 
some gentleman who is qualified to superintend the schools, to 
remove the cavils and objections of the Jews against Christiani- 
ty, to explain the prophecies, and eventually to preach the gos- 
pei to them. From a variety of circumstances attendant on the 
situation of Mr. Sargon, it is too much to expect such valuable 
and important services from him; he is quite unable to meet 
their objections, and the consequence is, that he seldom mentions 
the subject to them, as he says, ‘they only laugh at him and 
blaspheme.’ Our labours are, therefore, confined to the educat- 
ing of the Jewish children, and the gathering of a little informa- 
tion, from time to time, regarding their history. 

“The Committee are unwilling to have their exertions con- 
fined to so small a place as Cochin, and it is their wish, as soon 
as the Parent Society can send outa duly qualified missionary, to 
extend their operations along the coast, to establish schools in 
every town, and to give the gentleman you may send out, such 
subordinate assistance, as that his duties may be confined to a 
general superintendence of the schools, and the distribution, 
and expounding of the Scriptures and religious books. The 
zeal and activity which are required to institute and carry on a 
work of this kind, are qualities rarely to be found in natives of 
this country.” 

The Committee at Madras have not drawn upon the funds of 
the Parent Society; and they express a conviction, that they 
should even be enabled, under God’s blessing, to support such a 
missionary as it is their wish to employ, from the funds which 
might be raised in India for the purpose. A subsequent letter, 
dated September 10, 1825, has been received from Madras, by 
which it appears, that Mr. Sargon had recently visited Bombay, 
where, and in its vicinity, he found many Jews, a considerable 
number of whom he believes to be Beni Israel. ‘The Madras 
Committee have resolved to send him there again, as soon as the 
monsoon on the coast will permit, to endeavour to establish 
schools, and to promote the other objects of the Society. 

It appears that the American missionaries in that neighbour- 
hood have 115 Jews in their schools, and ten Jewish teachers in 


their employment, but at present they have no schools exclusively 
for Jews. 





